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Minutes 

Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council Meeting 

7.30pm Thursday 22nd January 2015 

Village Hall, Burton in Lonsdale 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Present: Cllrs. Chapman, Handley, Mason, Salrein, Sedgwick, Shaw and Thompson 

(Chairman); County Cllr. Ireton and District Cllr. Barrington; three members of the public. 

In attendance: The Clerk. 

Apologies: District Cllr. Brockbank. 

 

1 Code of Conduct and Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

To record any Councillor’s Disclosable Pecuniary Interest relating to this Agenda’s 

items 

There were no additional items declared. 

 

2 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting of 27th November 2014 

The Minutes were circulated prior to the meeting; it was 

Resolved 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 27th November 2014 are accepted as 

an accurate record, to be signed at the end of the meeting. 

 

3 Public Questions or Statements 

Riverside Land: felling of Corsican pine: two members of the public expressed 

concern about the Corsican pine on the Riverside Land felled recently with respect 

to the tree’s viability and the need for permission to fell trees. 

The Chairman summarised the tree was cut down with regret, following inspections 

by two contractors, both of whom declared the tree to be unsafe and in need of 

attention. Further work is planned, namely removing small trees growing out of the 

retaining wall along the river bank, as these could fall down, damaging the wall. In 

view of the residents’ comments the second phase of work will be reviewed. 

Further, the Chairman suggested the village be consulted as to the type and number 

of trees to be used for replacements. 

Finally, the contractor confirmed the large sections of trunk left on site will be 

removed when the ground is firmer. 

 

4 Matters Arising from Minutes of 27th November 2014, if not on Agenda 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5 Reports 

a) Police: no report 

 

b) North Yorkshire County Councillor David Ireton 

Cllr Ireton reported  

 The government settlement for North Yorkshire has been reduced by £21 

million; this will affect front-line services, e.g. libraries (becoming community-

run), minimising highways grass cutting, etc. 

 The forthcoming general election will not affect the combining of local 

authority activities; however, Burton is unlikely to see any direct benefit. 

(Crosshills will see some benefit vis a vis the railway with links to West 

Yorkshire)  Craven can do these activities as an associate rather than a full 

member of a grouping. 
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5 

 

 The custody suites at Skipton Police Station will be closed in April, meaning 

the nearest NY Police suites will be Harrogate.  NY Police is working on a 

cross-boundary arrangement with Cumbria (Kendal) and Lancashire (Lancaster) 

Police to use geographically closer custody suites. 

 

c) Craven District Councillors 

Cllr Barrington reported a consultation, open until 8th February, will be considering 

a proposal to retain paid staff at Skipton Library, and one paid staff member to be 

shared between Bentham, Ingleton and Skipton. Responses can be made on line. 

There were no planning matters for discussion. 

 

d) Clerk: YLCA, Correspondence 

There were no YLCA matters; correspondence  (SLCC monthly magazine, etc) will 

be circulated after this meeting 

 

  e) Parish Poll Referendum re Local Government Financial  Settlement: explanation 

The YLCA  has asked councils to respond to a consultation regarding expenditure 

and when local referendums might be triggered. The Chairman explained he had 

submitted a personal response, broadly agreeing with the proposals suggested by 

YLCA: fundamentally, if parishioners don’t agree with proposed council 

expenditure, they should be able to challenge proposals. 

 

6 Finance Matters 

a) Bank balances, including receipts since statement date 

The Clerk circulated January’s finance details (Appendix 1) to councillors prior to 

the meeting; councillors were informed the two deposits accounts now pay the 

same rate of interest. 

Resolved 

To instruct the bank to combine the two deposit accounts with immediate effect. 
 

b) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items 

Resolved 

To approve all the payments prepared by the Clerk, as per Appendix 1 
 

c) Bentham Common Lands Charity: Burton in Lonsdale Parish share of annual 

insurance premium 

The Chairman explained to the meeting an agreement to pay two sevenths of the 

annual public liability insurance premium is now due. It may be possible in the 

future to reduce this cost. 

Resolved 

To pay Burton’s share of the premium, (£95.15) and investigate if it will be 

possible to reduce the amount in future years. 
 

d) Bowling Club’s share of Rec Field utility costs 2015 season 

This item to be discussed at the February meeting, as a Bowling Club 

representative is not able to be at this meeting. 

 

e) Clerk’s Retirement Gratuity: update for reserves 

The Chairman explained the gratuity figures are reviewed on an annual basis; a 

revised figure, as of November 2014, has been received from the YLCA, showing a 

small increase, which can be set aside from reserves. 

Resolved 

To retain the remaining £564 (from an earlier sum advised by the YLCA to be set 

aside several years ago) for future reviews. 
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Parish Councillor Reports 

a) Parish Councillors 

Cllr Salrein expressed her great displeasure that Cllr Thompson planted a number 

of saplings on the land at the west end of the Recreation Field without other 

councillors’ agreement [Woodland Trust provided 30 saplings to commemorate 

World War One soldiers]. After lengthy discussion, during which it was suggested 

the trees be taken out and stored until an agreed site was found,  Cllr Mason 

proposed, Cllr Chapman seconded and it was 

Resolved 

The trees be left in place, but no more planted until agreement is reached. 

Cllr Thompson abstained, 5 for, 1 against, motion carried. 

Cllr Thompson apologised to Councillors 

 

b) Village Hall Committee 

Cllr Salrein reported the re-painting of the Village Hall interior is proceeding well. 

 

c) Bentham Common Lands Charity 

Cllr Thompson reported there has been no reply to his emails to the Chairman, 

regarding the Charity’s function and operation. Cllr Thompson asked if Councillors 

wished him to question the principle of insurance for future years. 

Resolved 

Cllr Thompson to continue his enquiries regarding the nature and operation of the 

Charity, as well as querying the principle of public liability insurance for common 

land which might come under local council jurisdiction whether or not 

administered by another organisation. 

 

d) Woodland Trust: no report. 

 

e) Joint Access and Rights of Way Committee: FP1 (Longber Farm),  FP7 (Bogg 

Beck, Frount) 

FP1: Work continues on improvements e.g. new stile, etc. 

FP7: request being made for work to continue on village section. 

It was noted a replacement stile is needed for the footpath in Barnoldswick Lane – 

site to be confirmed. 

 

Burton Pals with Trowels: proposal to install boulders with village name at 

entrances to village: no further information available after last meeting.  The group 

will need to contact Craven District Council regarding any planning issues, and 

NYCC Highways regarding any highway safety issues. 

 

8 Parish Planning Group progress report 

Natalie Harrison reported the Group’s AGM will be on 24th February 2015.  

 

9 Sports Pavilion progress report 

Cllr Thompson reported the Football Foundation should have discussed Burton 

Regeneration Group’s funding application on 21st February.  Planning application re 

revised location and size of building: the decision target date is 13th February; the 

contractor is ready to start as soon as these items are in place. 

 

10 Maintenance Reports 

a) Village Green, including War Memorial 

Cllr Handley noted the contractor has not yet removed the Christmas tree; Clerk to 

investigate. 
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b) Recreation Field: Play Area, Portacabin, picnic bench, etc. 

Cllr Mason reported there were no items of concern; the repaired picnic bench 

would be re-instated shortly by Cllrs Thompson and Sedgwick. 

 

c) Riverside Land: re-fixing of bench 

Contractors moved the bench before felling the Corsican pine tree.  Contractors to 

be asked to re-instate. 

Ruts in grass due to traffic using track/entering properties. Discussion re preventing 

further damage was inconclusive. 

 

d) Very Old and Separate Churchyard: Harris Garth agreement re maintenance 

access to Lych Gate 

Cllr Thompson reported the Harris Garth owner is waiting for a response from his 

solicitor. 

 

e) Street Lighting: new lighting quotes; further action 

The project to replace all the street lights with new columns/wall mounted lights 

has been completed and paid for. Woodyard’s light has not been replaced; advised 

to leave replacement until lighting no longer working/parts not available, as a new 

light would have to be free-standing column which would be costly to install. 

 

The Clerk circulated quotes for two new lighting columns on the High Street: 50w 

SON lights £3,887 or LED lights £3833 (ex VAT) and information that the year 

end surplus would be approximately £6,000. 

Resolved 

Not to pursue new lighting for the time being, as the cost would take too much of 

the current projected council reserves. 

 

Street Lighting Energy Reduction proposals: NYCC proposes to reduce energy 

reduction measures for its street lighting (not parish-run lighting). 

Resolved 

To prepare an item for the next issue of The Burtonian, which will be in time for 

the start of the NYCC consultation. 

 

f) Public benches: nothing to report 

 

g) Railings at Bridge End 

Cllr Salrein reported the railings wood has been ordered/purchased, but the price is 

not yet known. The Chairman requested the price is confirmed as soon as possible. 

 

11 Community Emergency Plan annual review progress report 

No report. 

Chairman reported he had used the portable snow plough after the recent snow fall 

and found it to be fairly effective clearing pavements; small group of volunteers to 

be formed to deal with future snow falls, using the equipment. 

 

 

12 

 

Items to be included by Clerk in press release  

Resolved 

To include items re street lighting energy reduction consultation, the felling of the 

Riverside Land Corsican pine tree and the reduction of the central government grant 

to NYCC of £21 million. 

 

13 Date, time and venue next monthly Parish Council meeting 

Thursday 26th February 2015 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall. 
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End of Meeting: 9.24pm 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………. Dated…………………... 
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Appendix 1 

Bank Balances, Commitments, & Payments January 2015 

 Bank Balances and Investments, including receipts  

 NatWest Current Account at 18.12.14 300.00 

 NatWest Business Reserve Account at 31.12.14 29,199.74 

 NatWest Business Reserve Account No 2 at 31.12.14 7,508.19 

 Receipts:   

 Less unpresented cheques for December -11,512.84 

  25,495.09 

 Commitments at 22nd January 2015  

 Contingency Fund 2,000.00 

 Burton Regeneration Group inc HCA grants 2,864.94 

 Portacabin roof repair done May 2014 (est.) 750.00 

 Very Old and Separate Churchyard:  

 Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500) 700.00 

 Safety Notice, grass (150, 350) & memorials (850) & 190 1,540.00 

 Clerk's Retiremt Gratuity & pension provn YLCA re-calc at 11/13 1,898.00 

 Village Transport Needs Survey grant money 202.00 

 Sundries (from 2009/10, 2010/11) 0.00 

 Budget remaining (net of VAT) 8,165.00 

 Firework Event 0.00 

 

Street light replacements:  cash £10,000; to date £3,750 for equip 

installation; Final inv = £9018.88   

 Additional precept/council grant (23 May 2013 minute 6a, g) 438.94 

  18,558.88 

   

 Forecast Surplus 31.03.15 5,972.21 

   

chq no Parish Council - Payments for December 2014  

1880 CDC (Election 2014 expenses) 120.00 

1881 NYCC (final phase street light replacements) 10,822.66 

1882 Gregory & Co (computer services Dec qtr) 127.00 

1883 S Gregory (Clerks Salary Dec 2014) 150.18 

1884 A Dale (power supply Xmas Tree Lights 75.00 

1885 G Higton re Xmas Tree on Village Green 218.00 

  11,512.84 

 Parish Council - Payments for January 2015  

1886 

Post Office Ltd re E.On (power supply, portacabin 7/10/14 - 

7/1/15) 27.32 

1887 I R Thompson (re mileage and gift re bench repair) 51.10 

1888 

S Gregory (Clerk's salary, travel, use of home, petty cash Jan 

2015,  310.93 

  389.35 

   

 Expenditure other than Budget 2014-15 as at 22 Jan 2015 (gross) 12,862.04 

 (net) 10,947.92 

 


