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Minutes 

Burton-in-Lonsdale Parish Council  

Annual Meeting and Ordinary Meeting, starting at 

7.30pm Thursday 26th May 2016 

Village Hall, Burton in Lonsdale 
 

 
Present: Cllrs. Handley, Mason, Salrein, Shaw, and Thompson (Chairman); 35 members 

of the public 

In attendance: the Clerk. 

Apologies: Cllr. T Sedgwick, PC Ridler, Messrs, Price, Taylor, Wardle Weedon, Windsor, 

and Mesdames Bruno, Clark, Whitworth.  

 
1 Code of Conduct and Disclosable Pecuniary Interests 

To record any Councillor’s Disclosable Pecuniary Interest relating to this Agenda’s 

items. 

There were none. 

 

2 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the year 2016 - 2017; handover of 

the Chair to the new Chairman, signing of Declarations of Acceptance of Office by 

Chairman and Vice Chairman  

Resolved 

Cllrs. Thompson and Handley elected Chairman and Vice Chairman respectively, 

for the year to May 2017. 

 

3 Recreation Field Committee 2016-17 – appointment of 3 members 

Resolved 

Cllrs. Thompson, Mason and Sedgewick to continue as the Recreation Field 

Committee for the year to May 2017. 

 

4 Election of Parish Council Representatives to Outside Bodies for year 2015-

2016 (not necessarily from within the Parish Council): 

 Village Hall Committee - 2 representatives 

 Joint Footpaths Committee - 2 representatives 

 Burton Community Sports - 2 representatives 

 Woodland Trust - 1 representative 

 Yorkshire Local Councils Association - 2 representatives 

 NYCC Emergency Committee - 1 representative  

 Bentham Common Lands Charity 2016 - 2017 – 1 representative 

 any other bodies requesting representation from the Parish   Council 

Resolved 

The current incumbents to be re-appointed for the year to May 2017. 

See Appendix 4 for details. 

 

At this point the Chairman drew the meeting’s attention to the casual vacancy, not 

yet filled, and urged everyone to give consideration to applying for the position of 

parish councillor – a worthwhile occupation in which councillors can serve to 

maintain and improve the village’s quality of life. 

 

5 Finance Matters 
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a) Annual Accounts year ended 31
st
 March 2016: audit  and Annual Return 

procedures 

The Clerk (and Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) briefly reported on the 

annual accounts (as per Appendix 1), stating that the first stage of accounts 

preparation and internal audit had proceeded without problems. The internal 

audit report was circulated to councillors, and stated that all matters appeared 

to be in order. 

The 2016 external audit requires a greater adherence to timescales regarding 

presentation to the external auditor, and the public rights of inspection. Thus a 

particular order of actions has o be followed and which this meeting will 

follow.  

i. Annual Governance Review of internal controls and their effectiveness 

(Section 1) 

The Section 1 statements have been circulated and read by the councillors. 

Resolved 

The Council confirms the internal controls and their effectiveness have 

been reviewed and been found to be satisfactory on all counts. 

ii. Annual Governance Statement: approval 

Resolved 

The council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2015/16 and 

authorises the Chairman and Clerk/RFO to sign Section 1 of the Annual 

Return for year ended 31
st
 March 2016. 

iii. Accounting Statements year ended 31
st
 March 2016: consideration and 

approval 

It was explained the information for the Statements derive from the 

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 31
st
 March 2016. From 

these Statements variances between the years 2015 and 2016 are calculated. 

Both receipts and payments show large variances, due to the Sports 

Pavilion building project which saw large sums of money (grant funding 

coming into the Parish Council and Burton Regeneration Group and 

building costs being paid out by the Parish Council). Appendix 2. 

Resolved 

The council approves the 2015/16 Accounting Statements.  

iv. Annual Return Signing of Accounting Statements 

Resolved 

The Chairman and Clerk/RFO are authorised to sign Section 2 Annual 

Statements 2015/16. 

v. Public Rights: inspection Monday 6
th

 June to Friday 15 July 2016 

Resolved 

The inspection period to be between Monday 6
th
 June and Friday 15

th
 July 

2016 by arrangement with the Clerk. 

 

b) Appointment of Internal Auditor for year 2016-17 

Resolved 

To re-appoint Yorkshire Internal Audit Services as he Council’s internal 

auditor for the year 2016-17. 

 

c) Annual Risk Assessment for the year to 31
st
 March 2016 Review: adoption 

with/out amendments to previous assessment  

Resolved 

To update the current general risk assessment to include those relating 

specifically to the Sports Pavilion; the Recreation Committee to draft item for 

presentation to the full council for approval and inclusion in the general risk 
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assessment. 

 

d) Appointment of internal Finance Committee for year 2015 – 2016 

Resolved 

Councillors Thompson, Mason and Handley to be re-appointed for the year 

2016-17. 

 

e) Bank balances, including receipts since statement date 15
th

 May 2016 

The Clerk reported the bank balances as per Appendix 3. 

 

f) Payments of budgeted and non budgeted items May 2016 

Resolved: to approve the May payments as prepared by the Clerk, as per 

Appendix 3. 
 

g) Sports Pavilion: website bookings and secure payment procedures 

The Chairman requested this item be held over in order to get to the main 

business of this meeting: Craven District Council’s proposals for site 

allocations for the Local Development Plan 2017-2032. 

   

h) Burton Pals with Trowels: request for financial support re village signs 

project 

Mrs Marion Hodgson outlined the reasons for the request for financial 

assistance: the NYCC Highways requirement for approved contractors to 

construct roadside structures has limited the choice of contractors; those 

approved contractors appear to charge considerably more for the work. 

Resolved 

Councillors noted receipt of the request and will respond after this meeting. 

 

6 Craven District Council: Local Development Plan consultation  

Comments arising from Parish Meeting (26 April 2016) discussion re proposed 

development sites BU001 and BU013. 

Discussion and Resolution(s) 

 

The Chairman introduced the item briefly explaining the history and process of the 

Local Development Plan: 

 

Craven District Council (CDC) has a duty to publish a Local Development Plan 

(LDP); the current Plan has not been fully reviewed since 1999. The national 

deadline for submissions is March 2017. This consultation is a second consultation 

in what is a very complex process. A final consultation will be in September 2016; 

the final LDP will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate which ensures all 

procedures have been followed correctly. If the LDP is not submitted in time or 

found not to have followed procedures correctly, there is a possibility that an LDP 

will be imposed by central government which would have no input from people 

living and working in the Craven District area. 

It is therefore imperative that as many people as possible give feedback on the draft 

LDP, so that there is a greater likelihood of getting a Plan that is acceptable to the 

majority of residents. 

The main business of this meeting is to discuss the proposed allocation of land for 

residential development, as proposed by CDC, namely BU001, off Ireby Road, and 

BU013 off Brookland, and any other areas that might be considered suitable for 

residential development. The area BU013 is a new area, added since the previous 

consultation. It was clarified that CDC asks landowners if they are agreeable for 
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their land to be considered for inclusion in the LDP before putting it out for 

consultation. 

 

The meeting was opened for discussion; what follows is a summary of the 

comments (in italics) regarding the proposed areas BU001 and BU013, along with 

other areas. The Chairman answered the questions. 

 

1. Does the identification of the two areas mean it will definitely be 

developed? 

The land included in the Plan indicates the land is available to develop, if 

appropriate; unallocated land would be more difficult to develop. 

2. Would there be a restriction on the type of development? 

The development would be for residential only; the type of development 

would become clearer at the planning application stage; the number of 

houses suggested by CDC would be between 60 and 120, subject to the 

sites’ characteristics and other considerations. 

3. Other developments have not been for affordable housing; is there a 

possibility this would be the case in Burton? 

Depending on the formulae used by CDC this could be the case. Developers 

sometimes negotiate with CDC to make a financial payment instead of 

including affordable housing, so this is a possibility for Burton. 

4. The original idea of an average of three houses per year may be 

unrealistic as a developer would probably prefer to develop a site in one 

go. 

There is a likelihood the areas would be considered by developers who in 

turn would be interested in developing the site(s) as a one-off exercise, and 

not piece-meal over a long period. 

5. There are extensive problems with surface water drainage at the 

Brookland site; the access to the Brookland site is currently agricultural 

access only, and the road itself the equivalent of a single track. There are 

visibility problems when driving out of Brookland, due to the proximity of 

the rise of the road over Burton Bridge across the River Greta. 

It is thought CDC officers have visited all the sites proposed in consultation 

and should be aware of the existing conditions. 

Instead of using the existing exit from Brookland, a bridge could be built 

over the river. 

6. The number of houses, at 120 seems to be rather high – is this correct? 

CDC has used formulae relating to surface area, arriving at the higher 

number of 120 houses. It has already indicated the physical features of the 

two sites would reduce the likely number of units to 60 houses. 

7. What criteria have been used to determine which sites to be proposed? 

Would 50 to 60 houses have to be built in Burton? 

In the initial stages of this draft LDP, the main areas for development were 

determined to be around Skipton, Settle and Bentham, with smaller 

allocations being made for outlying settlements such as Burton. It was 

thought that, over a period of 15 years, Burton would need an average of 3 

houses per year being built, giving a total of 45 houses over the 15 year 

period. This recognised that the introduction of an average of 3 houses 

annually would be more acceptable than introducing 45 houses in a one-off 

development. The Chairman expressed his There are grave personal 

concerns that the two sites in this draft LDP is for two large sites which 

would probably lead to 30 houses being built in each, one go. In terms of 

Burton’s historical development, houses have been built as and when 

needed (indicated by the current built environment where the age of the 
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existing stock demonstrates a gradual addition) rather than a wholesale 

addition of houses. This is likely to have been more acceptable socially, and 

not seen as an imposition. 

8. Craven District Council should be told that the percentage increase of 

houses being proposed for Burton appears to be far greater than that for 

either Skipton or Settle and Bentham (at approx 5% each. Currently the 

housing stock stands at approximately 270 units; an increase of the 

minimum units proposed (60) represents a 20-25% increase which 

appears to be unreasonable when compared with other areas. Is this 

acceptable? 

This does appear to be an excessive increase and should be questioned in 

relation to percentage increases proposed for other areas. 

9. The inevitable increase in traffic movements is of concern: lack of public 

transport would make it very likely there would be at least two cars per 

household. 

Both sites present problems: Brookland because of the narrow entrance 

from the main road and Ireby Road because of its narrowness along large 

sections, and lack of paved footways for pedestrians (currently a problem, 

as the footways were taken away many years ago in order to widen the road 

at the Ireby and Westhouse Roads junction). 

10. The flood plain at Brookland, adjacent to the river, is of concern; in 

December 2015 and for some months thereafter, the field was flooded in 

parts until drier weather in April 2016; an increase in hard surfaces 

(road, houses, etc) would increase the likelihood of flooding. 

11. Three or four houses built per year would be easier to accept. 

12. Would there be a block/embargo on houses being bought for 

second/holiday homes? There seem to be many houses of that type already 

in the village. 

Conditions for building/selling the houses may be put in place, but may 

have the adverse effect of rendering the houses unsold for a longer time than 

if an unconditional sale. 

13. Houses should be built – but where there’s employment; there’s 

employment in Bentham, Ingleton and Lancaster. There is a need to 

create work within Burton to justify such large numbers of houses to be 

built. Public transport is being continually reduced (the most recent 

reduction being in April this year, when four of the route 80 

Ingleton/Lancaster eight buses in each direction were cut, effectively 

cutting the serve by 50%). This was due to NYCC cutting funding to 

commercial bus companies for ‘non essential’ services. 

14. Of the 270 existing houses, approximately 10% are holiday homes; I 

support the building of 30 houses in one go, in order to support the shop, 

pub and church. 

15. BU001 site appears to be less intrusive than the BU013 site, as is between 

existing housing. 

16. I have grave concerns about the Ireby Road access to site BU001, as it is 

too narrow, and too fast, even for existing traffic. 

 

The Chairman asked if there should be any development at all. Perhaps it would 

be preferable to see smaller sites included in the LDP; it would be less likely to 

attract a developer wishing to build on a site in one go.  Smaller sites would be 

more likely to attract local builders, and local labour (the Sports Pavilion was 

built by local contractors); this would be more beneficial to the community.  

The former Richard Thornton School site should be included, partly because if 

it was difficult or impossible to develop the site further, a buyer would be 
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difficult to attract and the existing buildings would deteriorate and become 

ruins. 

 

The Chairman summarised the discussion: whilst the need for additional 

development is recognised, the smaller scale developments seem to be more 

acceptable; the current village environment is greatly valued and easier to 

inhabit/interact with. The current land allocation proposal is likely to lead to a 

major increase in large numbers, whereas progressive small scale development 

would be more acceptable and more easily absorbed in to the village 

environment. There are concerns about the impact of a large housing 

development on the village’s infrastructure (size of roads, traffic movements, 

waste and surface water drainage, poor telephone and internet connectivity, lack 

of primary school provision). There would have to be a large investment in 

these items.  However, it is recognised the village would benefit from 

newcomers, who would bring new skills, etc. The percentage increase in 

housing and the sites themselves should be challenged, particularly the 

comments used to reject the smaller sites as these appear to be incongruous in 

the light of recent planning decisions. 

 

Everyone is encouraged to submit their own comments, as the number of 

comments is important in influencing the outcome of the consultation. 

 

Councillors were asked if a summary of the views expressed at this meeting 

should be submitted. 

Resolved 

The Parish Council will summarise the wide range of views, and express its 

concern regarding various aspects of the LDP proposals. The document is 

intended as the agreed summary of comments regarding the Local Development 

Plan proposed sites. 

 

Craven District Council Licensing Policy consultation (ends 30
th

 June 2016) 

This item was not discussed. 

 

7 Items to be included by Clerk in press release  

This item was not discussed. 

 

8 Date, time and venue next monthly Parish Council meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23
rd

 June 2016, at 7.30pm in the Village 

Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.12pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed............................................................  Dated.................................... 
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Appendix 1 

Receipts and Payments 

Year Ended 31st March 2016 

 

year end 

   

year end 

31.03.15 

   

31.03.16 

     

  

Receipts 

  13,000.00 

 

Precept 

 

13,500.00 

105.44 

 

Bank Interest 

 

12.80 

300.00 

 

Sundry Income 300.00 

700.00 

 

Grants 

 

130,863.83 

0.00 

 

Hire Fees 

 

100.00 

1,106.68 

 

Miscellaneous 791.92 

2,476.47 

 

VAT Received 3,862.32 

17,688.59 

 

Total Income 

 

149,430.87 

     

  

Payments 

  3,562.91 

 

Administration 3,548.59 

1,596.79 

 

Section 137 Payments 100.00 

1,350.99 

 

Utilities excl Rec Field 634.68 

11,644.15 

 

Street Lights Maintenance 4,043.96 

2,125.64 

 

Maintenance 

 

1,318.00 

2,167.91 

 

Rec Field committee 2,136.10 

19,556.01 

 

Sports Pavilion project 114,779.14 

263.00 

 

Subscriptions 272.00 

692.92 

 

Insurances 

 

606.91 

0.00 

 

Room Hire 

 

437.00 

365.00 

 

Audit Fees 

 

470.00 

0.00 

 

Donations 

 

0.00 

135.00 

 

Sundries 

 

20.00 

120.00 

 

Elections 

 

0.00 

0.00 

 

Miscellaneous 0.00 

50.00 

 

Petty Cash 

 

100.00 

3,365.17 

 

VAT Paid 

 

1,559.99 

46,995.49 

 

Total Expenditure 130,026.37 

     

  

Cumulative Fund Balance 

31,200.79 

 

Balance brought forward 1,893.89 

  

Adjustment re ye 2015 0.01 

17,688.59 

 

Add total receipts 149,430.87 

48,889.38 

   

151,324.77 

46,995.49 

 

Less total payments 130,026.37 

1,893.89 

 

Balance carried forward 21,298.40 
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Bank Accounts Reconciliation for period 1st April 2015 to 31st March 2016 

 

 

Balance brought forward: 

    Current Account 

 

1.4.15 300.00 

  Business Reserve A/c 

 

1.4.15 22,481.06 

  

       

       O/S cheques  

 

1.4.15 -20,887.16 

  

     

1,893.90 

 Add: Receipts 

  

149,430.87 

  

     

149,430.87 

 

     

  

 

     

151,324.77 

 

     

  

 

     

151,324.77 

 

       

 

Payments 

     

  

April-June 

 

63,538.93 

  

  

July - Sept 51,101.22 

  

  

Oct - Dec 

 

5,192.04 

  

  

Jan - Mar 

 

10,194.18 

  

     

130,026.37 

 

       

   

balance c/f 

 

21,298.40 

 

       Bank Reconciliation at 31.03.16 

    

       Current Account 

 

300.00 

  

21,298.40 

Business Reserve A/c 

 

22,977.74 

  

-21,298.40 

   

  

  

0.00 

   

23,277.74 

   O/S cheques at 31.03.16 -1,979.34 

   

   

21,298.40 
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Appendix 2 

Accounting Statements 2015/16 

 

  

Last Year This Year Variance 

  

2014-15 2015-16 £ 

     

     

Balances Brought Forward 

 

31,163 1,894 -29,269 

     Annual Precept Received 

 

13,000 13,500 500 

     Total Other Receipts 

 

4,682 135,931 131,249 

     Staff Costs 

 

2,251 2,252 1 

     Loan Interest/Capital Payments 2,121 2,082 39 

     Total Other Payments 

 

42,579 125,692 -83,113 

     Balances Carried Forward 

 

1,894 21,299 19,405 

     Total Cash and Investments 

 

1,894 21,299 19,405 

     

Total Fixed Assets 

 

59,999 192,953 132,954 

     Total Borrowings 

 

13,500 11,700 -1,800 
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Appendix 3 

 

Bank Balances, Commitments, & Payments May 2016 

 

Bank Balances, including receipts 

  Current Account at 13.05.16 

 

300.00 

Business Reserve A/c at 13.05.16  

 

27,354.93 

   

27,654.93 

Less unpresented cheques at 13.05.16 

 

-176.40 

 

receipts included: 

  

 

BRG re chairs 1,014.02 

 

 

1st tranche precept 7,375.00 

 

 

Riverside Land licence 300.00 

 

 

bank interest 0.87 

 

 

Rec Field: balloon launches 50.00 

 

   

27,478.53 

    Commitments at May 2016 

  Contingency Fund 2,000.00 

 Very Old and Separate Churchyard: 

  
Lych Gate Restoration (200 +500) 700.00 

 Safety Notice, grass (150, 350) & memorials (850) & 190 1,540.00 

 Clerk's Retiremt Gratuity provn YLCA re-calc at 11/14 (£564 

not reallocated) 1,898.00 

 Sports Pavilion Maintenance Fund (£1,000 pa, Minute 7e 28 

Nov 2013, £644.25 insurance) 2,644.25 

 
Budget remaining inc May payments (net of VAT) 14,211.00 

 

 

  

 

  

22,993.25 

 

    

 

Payments May 2016 

  2006 Horton Landscaping Ltd re grass cuts April 2016 306.00 

 2007 I R Thompson re mtg Footpath Liaison Ctte Skipton 27.00 

 2008 S Gregory (Clerks salary May 2016) 150.18 

 2009 HMRC PAYE re Clerk May 2016 37.40 

 

2010 

Yorkshire Internal Audit Services re ye 31.3.16 

internal Audit 275.00 

 2011 I R Thompson e tables for pavilion 403.80 

 2012 Came & Co: annual insurance premium 892.01 

 

  

  

 

 

To pay 2,091.39 
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Appendix 4 

 

Councillors Appointments year 2016 to 2017 

 

Name Term Committee/ 

External Org Rep 

Chair/Vice 

Chair 

Ian Thompson 2014 - 

2018 
 Rec Field 

 VH 

 BRG 

 BCSA 

 WT 

 BCLC 

 JFLC 

 

Chairman 

Stuart Handley 2014 - 

2018 
 Finance 

 NYCC Emergency  

Vice Chairman 

Margaret 

Mason 

2014 - 

2018 
 Rec Field 

 Finance  

 BRG 

 

 

Kath Salrein 2014 - 

2018 
 Village Hall 

 (BCLC) 

 

Private capacity 

 

Tommy 

Sedgwick 

2014 - 

2018 
 Rec Field; 

 BCSA 

 

Janet Shaw 2014 - 

2018 
 JFRWC 

 

 

 
BCLC     Bentham Common Lands Charity 
BCSA     Burton Community Sports Association 
BRG       Burton Regeneration Group 
JFRWC Joint Footpaths and Rights of Way Committee: replaced by NYCC Joint Footpaths  
              Liaison Committee 
VH         Village Hall Committee 
WT        Woodland Trust 
YLCA     Yorkshire Local Councils Association 

 


